
You are all invited to register for the Wiggles Press 2023 Seminar 
 

Let Our Stories Bloom! @ The Foundry, Cambridge, MA 
Monday through Friday, April 17th to 21st 1 to 3 daily. 
 
Monday, April 17, 2023, 1 – 3 pm  
Room: The Point 
 

Introduction to Wiggles Press Publishing 
Learn about my start and experiences self-publishing and publishing others: this 
talk will encourage others to join the journey of being an author: regardless of 
age, color, or gender. Many authors began with Wiggles Press Publishing, then 
pursued their own publishing journey. 
 
Review the book Wiggle Room and this conversational guide to publishing. 
 

 
 
 
  



Tuesday, April 18, 2023, @ The Foundry, Cambridge, MA 
 

Room: The Point 1 – 2 pm 
Going Global - ‘Not Just Translations’ 
 

   
 
Part I: The making of Flowers and its Polish translation intended on supporting Ukrainians in 
Poland. This story by Cynthia K. Davis is about roses with “mean girl” attitudes that hold 
prejudice against the wildflowers in the meadow, the wildflowers befriended the roses and 
together they reigned victoriously. 
 

       
Part II: Dolly’s Winter Surprise: As a publisher, I will share my experience meeting Anna Leliwa 
and how her kindness inspired me to translate Dolly's Winter into Spanish, French, and her 
native language, Polish. 
 

 

 

 



 

Global Diversity 
Room: The Point, 2 to 3 
The Dragon Masters and a Little Ox: a story of learning Chinese 

馴龍師和一頭小牛：一個學習中文的故事 

驯龙师和一头小牛：一个学习中文的故事 

 
Rochelle O’Neal Thorpe wrote a storybook to acknowledge her first Chinese professor, Teng 
Shou Hsin of the University of Massachusetts, Chinese Language and Literature department. In 
1980, she sat in his class and had the guidance of a father figure who inspired her to 
understand the meanings of traditional characters and the soul of his people. Her journey 
connected her to her own upbringing and the lessons of her grandfather and very own uncles.  
Rochelle found spiritual values that were universal yet deeply connect to a culture she had 
never known as a child. It helped her to overcome prejudice and to become the first African 
American student to attend Tung Hai University in 1981 as an Exchange Student.   
 
The Artist Brittany Bourne: color between the lines 1:30 to 2 
Brittany Bourne illustrated Rochelle’s storybook The Ox and Dragon, about her journey to 
discover East Asian culture and the Chinese language, which eventually lead to her being an 
exchange student.  
 

  



Wednesday, April 19, 2023  
Room: The Point  1 to 3 
Asian American Authors 

 
The Shape of Peace, Love, & Unity Author, Lily Li Nagy 1- 2 
Lily and her mother Hele Ji Li tell of the writing of her poem that became a storybook: Don 
Nagy, her father, illustrated the storybook and her mom provided the editing and translation. 
 
 

 
 
Clara Wu and the World of Azen,  by Author, Vincent Yee 2-3 
Our special guest, Vincent Yee who created the series, ‘Clara Wu,’ will share his journey to self-
publishing and read an excerpt of his novel.  
 
To purchase his books, please visit http://vincentsstories.com/ 
 
 
  

http://vincentsstories.com/


Thursday, April 20th  
Children’s Literature & Societal Issues 
 

 
 
Gummy’s Garden 
Room: The Point 1-2 
Storytelling and the inspiration of the storybook. 
 
Gummy's Garden (BLM), and Gummy's Neighbor (Ukraine):  
This section of the seminar will elaborate on what inspired me to write the stories that became 
Gummy’s Garden. Later, I requested Monique Howard to interpret my art for younger 
audiences.  
 
Meet Monique via Zoom 

Monique Howard, Illustrator Gummy’s Garden, Gummy’s Neighbor, and the newest release of   

Gummy’s Community 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



My Baby Brother the Bully’  
Deborah Cornin 
Room: The Point 2-3 
 
 
 
A special reading of ‘My Baby Brother the Bully,’ will be provided at the seminar. This book is 
dedicated to her late son Leland Mathew Cornin, who is autistic. 
 
Donation $10 
Supporting Advocacy for Autism  
After the storytelling, there will be art workshops for stories and related crafts. 
 
 
Friday, April 21st 
1-3 
 
The Tales of Teacups 
 

  
 
Special Teatime with the Author, Rochelle O’Neal Thorpe, and families who wish to join in 
painting their very own teacup and sharing friendships between diverse cultures. 
 
 
 
All Arts & Crafts must have an adult or caregiver to supervise anyone under 10. Pre-teens, 
teens, and adults are welcome. Many of our artists and vendors are supporting several non-
profits and welcome $10 donations, purchases of books, and registration to the entire event 
on Eventbrite.  


